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The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Beverly Cleary 

 

 

1. Where did Ralph Mouse live? 
In an hotel named Mountain View Inn near San Francisco, California 

2. How did the Gridley family end up at the Mountain View Inn? 
Their father was tied of driving on the California highways and needed a break.  They had driven 
across the United States from Ohio and had been on the road for 5 days.  

3. What kind of toys did the boy, Keith, bring to the hotel room to play with? 
Toy cars and a toy motorcycle 

4. When the boy left the room, what did Ralph do? 
Ralph went to ride the motorcycle and wound up on the bottom of a metal wastebasket with 
the motorcycle and an old apple core.  When the phone rang, it startled him and that is when 
he and the motorcycle fell into the wastebasket. 

5. When the boy round his motorcycle in the trash can, what else did he find? 
Ralph, hiding behind the apple core. 

6. What did Ralph and Keith realize they could do with each other?  
They could talk and understand each other. 

7. When the boy allowed Ralph to ride the motorcycle, how did Ralph make it run? 
By making the noise a motorcycle makes. 

8. What was the deal Ralph and Keith made about the motorcycle? 
Keith would play with it during the day and Ralph could ride it at night.  Keith would leave the 
door open a little bit so Ralph could get in and out of the room.   

9. When Ralph was returning from his ride to Keith’s room, what had happened? 
The door was closed.  Matt, the bell boy saw Ralph and opened the door a little for Ralph to slip 
inside. 

10. Who saw Ralph sneaking back into the room? 
Keith’s mother 

11. What did Keith promise to bring Ralph from breakfast – just like room service? 
A peanut butter sandwich that he delivered to Ralph’s mouse hole. 

12. When the maid came into the room to vacuum, what happened to Ralph? 
 He was under the bed with the motorcycle.  He was almost sucked into the vacuum cleaner.  
He got on the motorcycle and rode it away from the vacuum.  He wound up in a hamper with 
the sheets.  He had to chew his way out and left the motorcycle in the hamper. 

13. Keith brought more food – what did Ralph’s mom do with all the food? 
She had a family reunion. 

14. What did Keith make for Ralph while he was gone all day? 
A crash helmet made from half a ping pong ball and a rubber band. 
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15. What did Ralph have to admit to Keith? 
He had to admit that he broke his promise and rode the motorcycle during the day and then 
lost it in the laundry. 

16. After being out all night, what happened when Ralph got back to his mouse hole? 
The family was in a panic.  The hotel maid had found the mouse holes in the sheets.  The hotel 
management was going to use drastic measures to kill the mice. 

17. What was Ralph’s idea so that the family didn’t have to leave the hotel? 
Keith would bring them unpoisoned food and they would keep quiet for a few days until the 
management forgot about the mice again. 

18. What did Ralph’s mother want to do for Keith for bringing “room service”? 
She wanted to tip him. 

19. When Keith got sick with a fever, what couldn’t his dad find anywhere in the hotel? 
An aspirin 

20. What was so dangerous about Ralph’s search for aspirin for Keith? 
Aspirin is poisonous to mice; that is how Ralph’s father died. 

21. When two guests who were teachers caught Ralph under a glass, what did they plan to do with 
him? 
Take him to Wichita and keep him for a pet in their classroom. 

22. What did the teachers decide they should do with Ralph? 
They let him go – out the window!  Dangers of the outside world – owls! 

23. Where did Ralph find the aspirin? 
He found the aspirin under a dresser in one of the rooms. 

24. How did Ralph know that the pill was an aspirin? 
He could read the letters on it. 

25. How did Ralph get the aspirin he found back upstairs to Keith? 
He got Keith’s toy ambulance, drove it to the elevator with a man who was taking his dog 
outside, got the aspirin while they were outside, and then rode back upstairs when the man 
and the dog came back in. 

26. When Matt, the bell hop, brought Keith breakfast, what else did he have with him? 
Keith’s ambulance and the motorcycle 

27. What did Keith give to Ralph because he had been a responsible, grown-up mouse? 
The red motorcycle was Ralph’s to keep. 

28. What was Keith going to do when he returned home? 
He was going to write a composition about a brave mouse named Ralph when he goes back to 
school. 


